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Introduction 

During this year’s business plan consultation, 46 primary and secondary school children were 
asked to craft collages about “what makes them happy”. Children made these collages with 
magazines, paper and pens. 

Some of their ideas feature in our business plan consultation report, but we also wanted to 
show the full collages that children prepared because, as a whole, they offer even more insight 
into the number of things that actually make children happy. We have chosen collages that 
cover different thoughts here. Some ideas appear across the groups: sports, holidays, gaming, 
social media, animals, environment, kindness, family and friends, school. 
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Year 3 
Seven and eight year olds in year 3, have made collages 
showing what makes them happy including being outdoors 
and playing sport, as well as recycling and animals.  
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Year 4 
Children in year 4, aged between eight and nine, made 
drawings showing how family and friends made them 
happy, along with holidays and school.
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Year 5 
Year 5 pupils, aged nine and ten, made collages featuring 
football, sport, family, money and being kind to one another.
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Year 6 
Children in their final year of primary school, aged ten and 
eleven, made collages showing what made them happy 
including playing video games and sport, spending time with 
friends and family, and the environment. 
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Year 8 
Twelve and thirteen year olds made collages showing a 
range of things made them feel happy including friends and 
family, social media and sport.
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Year 11 and 12 
Children in year 11 and 12, aged 15 to 17, made collages 
showing how holidays, animals and the outdoors made them 
feel happy. 
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Children’s Commissioner for England
Sanctuary Buildings
20 Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT

Tel: 020 7783 8330
Email: info.request@childrenscommissioner.gov.uk
Visit: www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk
Twitter: @ChildrensComm
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